• 3 categories of countries (Gros & Steinherr, 2004 ):
• East Germany • CEE countries outside of Former Soviet Union (FSU)
• Successor countries of the FSU
• 3 types of transformation (Verwiebe & Wegener, 2000) :
2. Theory: Social Protection in Transition
• Social security during Communism
• full employment policy • free education, free social and health care services • 'hidden' social problems, patterns of social inequality due to Nomenclatura (Djilas, 1957) • Economic development and the formation of post Socialist welfare states 
Hypotheses
• H1: Individual perception of too large income differences is higher in countries with high and increasing economic inequality.
• H2: Individuals in Post-Communist former Soviet states are more likely to perceive too large income differences in their countries.
• H3: The socioeconomic position affects the attitude towards the state's role in income redistribution.
• H4: The membership in a particular CEE welfare regime affects how people evaluate the type of society they live in.
Data & Methodology (I)
• 
Findings (I)
• People do not perceive too large income differences in countries with increasing economic inequality -> H1 not supported by data
• Membership in a welfare regime matters (H2): People within the former FSU states have a significant perception of too large income differences
• Impact of socioeconomic status on attitude towards income redistribution is significant (H3)
Findings (II)
ISSP Society types Source: GESIS (2008) 13
Findings (III)
• Membership in welfare regime has stronger effect than individuallevel features (H4) • People in the former Soviet states and the former Communist states are more likely than East Germans to perceive asymmetrical stratification of society they live in
Conclusions
• Despite obvious findings from Gini data no unambiguous link between objective inequality and perception of too large income differences -> concurs with other studies on Western market economies • Individual socioeconomic position plays a larger role than context • However: results suggest that distinct trajectories of welfare regimes have an effect on perceptions
Thank you!
